Having an overcoming faith

· Our battle is not against flesh and blood

· Our battle is a spiritual one

· The Apostle Paul said to the church in Ephesus, “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Put on the whole armour of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.”  (Ephesians 6:10-12)
· Jesus said Himself said, “The thief (the devil) does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.”  (John 10:10)

· AS BELIEVERS WE WILL ENCOUNTER MANY CHALLENGES DURING OUR CHRISTIAN WALK

The Apostle Paul said to Timothy

“Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.”          (2 Timothy 3:12)
· AS BELIEVERS WE MUST OVERCOME MANY THINGS

i) Temptations

ii) Our own sin nature

iii) Our own fears and insecurities

iv) Discouragement

v) Broken relationships, and

vi) The pressures and challenges that we face in this world

“YET IN ALL THESE THINGS WE ARE MORE THAN CONQUERORS THROUGH HIM WHO LOVED US”  (Romans 8:37) 

-   THE BIBLE SAYS MUCH ABOUT BEING AN OVERCOMER


The Apostle Paul said, “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.”  (Romans 8:18-19)

THE BOOK OF REVELATIONS SAYS MUCH ABOUT THE NEED FOR US TO BE OVERCOMERS IN OUR FAITH


Jesus said, “But Hold fast what you have till I come.  And He who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him I will give power over the nations – ”  (Revelations 2:25-26)  

THE OVERCOMER WIL SHARE IN CHRIST’S TRIUMPH OVER EVIL AND IN HIS MESSIANIC RULE


Jesus also said, “Because you have kept My command to persevere, I will also keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.”  (Revelation 3:10)


“He who overcomes, I will make a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no more.  I will write on him the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God.  And I will write on him My new name.”  (Revelation 3:12)

THE LORD WILL PERMANANTLY HONOR HIS FAITHFUL BELIEVERS


“He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son. But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”  (Revelation 21:7-8)


YOUR FAITH IS THE MOST PRECIOUS THING IN THE WORLD


Jesus said, “For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?”  (Matthew 16:26)

SOME KEYS TO BEING AN OVERCOMER

1) MEDITATE ON GOD’S WORD (BIBLE)

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”   (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
GOD’S WORD INSTRUCTS AND EQUIPS US

Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed.  And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  (John 8:31a-32)

GOD’S WORD SETS US FREE  

The Lord said to Joshua, “This book of the law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.”  (Joshua 1:8)

GOD’S WORD HELPS US TO PROSPER
2) HAVE INTIMACY WITH GOD

i)  The key to fullness of joy

“You will show me the path of life.  In your presence is fullness of joy; At your right hand are pleasures forevermore.”  (Psalm 16:11)

ii) Direction for our life

“Trust in the Lord, and do good; Dwell in the land, and feed on His faithfulness.  Delight yourself in the Lord, and He shall give you the desires of your heart.  Commit your way to the Lord, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass.  (Psalm 37:3-5)

iii) Gives us peace during the storms of life

“You will keep him in perfect peace, Whose mind is stayed on You.  Because He trusts in You.  Trust in the Lord forever, For in YAH, the Lord, is everlasting strength.”  (Isaiah 26:3-4)

iv) Gives us strength (The joy of the Lord is your strength)
“He gives power to the weak, And to those who have no might He increases strength.  Even the youths shall faint and be weary, And the young men shall utterly fall, But those who wait on the Lord Shall renew their strength; They shall mount up with wings like eagles, They shall run and not be weary, They shall walk and not faint.  (Isaiah 40:29-31)

v) Keeps our first love for Jesus burning (Matthew 5:16)
vi) Empowers us to live a victorious life

“Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they marvelled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus.”  (Acts 4:13)
3) HAVE CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

“But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.  (1 John 1:7)

“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.  And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.”  (Hebrews 10:23-25)
THE FIRST CHURCH MOVED IN POWER AND DAILY NEW BELIEVERS WERE ADDED TO THE CHURCH. FELLOWSHIP WAS A BIG PART OF THE EARLY CHURCH.
“So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, praising God had having favour with all the people.  And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.”  (Acts 2:46-47)

“And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.”  (Acts 2:42)  

4) BEING FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT

The Apostle Paul emphasised the importance of being continually filled with the Holy Spirit.

“And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,” (Ephesians 5:18)
“But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit,” (Jude 20)

Jesus said, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.  He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” (John 7:37b–38)

“If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him! (Luke 11:13)
5) THE POWER OF PRAYER

Jesus said, “Have faith in God.  For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says.”

“Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.”  (Mark 11:22-24)
“And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.”        (John 14:13-14)
“Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.”  (1 John 5:14-15) 

Jesus said, “And in that day you will ask Me nothing. Most assuredly, I say to you, whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give you.  Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full.” (John 16:23-24)

“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.  (Ephesians 3:20)
6) HAVE A SURRENDERED WILL

i) Making right choices

“Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us.”  (Hebrews 12:1)

“Do not love the world or the things in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world – the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life – is not of the Father but is of the world. And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.”  (1 John 2:15-17)

WE MUST BE CAREFUL THAT THE TEMPTATIONS AND PLEASURES OF THIS WORLD DO NOT STEAL OUR AFFECTIONS FOR GOD

“Now godliness with contentment is great gain.  For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out… But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition.

For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.”  (1 Timothy 6:6, 7, 9-10)

ii) Having right associations

“Do not be deceived: Evil company corrupts good habits.” (1 Corinthians 15:33)

“The righteous should choose his friends carefully, For the way of the wicked leads them astray.”  (Proverbs 12:26)
iii) Following God’s plan for your life

“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.”  (Jeremiah 29:11)

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, And whose hope is the Lord.  For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river, And will not fear when heat comes; But its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease from yielding fruit.”  (Jeremiah 17:7-8)

WE NEED A VISION FROM GOD FOR LIFE

ABUNDANT LIFE COMES FROM FOLLOWING GOD’S PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE 

iv) Walking in love and forgiveness

“He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in darkness until now.  He who loves his brother abides in the light, and there is no cause for stumbling in him.

But he who hates his brother is in darkness and walks in darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.”        (1 John 2:9-11)

7)  PUT ON THE FULL ARMOUR OF GOD

“Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench the fiery darts of the wicked one.  

And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.”  (Ephesians 6:14-17) 

FINALLY, KNOW THAT THE LORD IS ALWAYS FAITHFUL AND UNCHANGING

“For He Himself has said, I will never leave nor forsake you.”

So we may boldly say: “The Lord is my helper; I will not fear.  What can man do to me?”  (Hebrews 13:5a-6)

The Lord said to Joshua,

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”  (Joshua 1:9) 

“IF GOD IS FOR US, WHO CAN BE AGAINST US?  (Romans 8:31a)
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